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( I wrote this revered doctor that
it is an opinion, and not a very defensible
one at that. Those who read my history
book will see that by and large the StoneCampbell movement was a unity movement more than it was a restoration movement as understood in the above question.
-Ed.)

BOOK NOTES
Evangelical Renewal in the
Mainline Churches, edited by Ronald H.
Nash, will hold interest for our readers, one
reason being there is a chapter on the Disciples of Christ by Grant Edwards, which
not only quotes from my history book, The
Stone-Campbell Movement, but refers to
this journal in its treatment of renewal efforts within the larger Disciples heritage.
Because of its irenic spirit, Edwards writes,
Restoration Review is read by all three
churches of the movement. But there is
much more. It might surprise you what is
going on among Roman Catholics and Presbyterians, for example. We can supply this
book at $7.95 postpaid.
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The Bible Speaks to You by
Robert McAfee Brown is one of the few
books that I can linger with and come back
to over and over. It is delightfu11yinformative and relevant. He not only zaps one with
a lot of stuff one has never thought about on
what the Bible is and where it came from,
but challenges one to think anew on what
the Bible means by such topics as the last
judgment, the Second Coming, and what
happens when we die. $9.95 postpaid.
The Bible dictionary I use and
highly recommend is The New Westminster
Dictionary of the Bible, edited by one of my
old profs at Princeton, Henry Snyder
Gehman. It is a veritable goldmine of information. TheChristianCentury saysitis"a
giant and a bargain." $22.95.
Two titles on our own history
while they are sti11available: Life of Elder
John Smith by John Williams, which is the
story of old "Raccoon," the pioneer
preacher of Kentucky ($16.95 postpaid);
and Moses Lard: The Prince of Preachers
by Kenneth Van Deusen, which has an appendix on Lard's essay on Alexander
Campbell ($14.95postpaid).

Unitarians can be completely honest with one another. There is
no "conforming" to which they must adhere. They can speak their
minds on all issues freely, for there are no "off limit" signs, no
forbidden areas of thought, no prohibited doubts, that will make one
an outcast.- from UnitariansUniversalistsBelieve

We wi11send you 18 back issues of this journal, selected at random over the
past 25 years, for only $3.00. This is a way for you to sample what we have been
saying through the years.

In This Issue:

You may still receive a free copy ofThe Stone-Campbell Movement by Leroy
Garrett, regular price $21.95, when you send us eight subs, new or renewal,
including your own, at $3.00 per name, total $24.00.
Subscription rate: $5.00 per year; two years, $8.00. The $3.00 rate applies
only to clubs of four or more. $12.00or more. RESTORATION REVIEW, 1201
Windsor Dr., Denton, Tx. 76201
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THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS

The Sense of Scripture: Studies in Interpretration.. .

THE WEIGHTIERMATTERS
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy
and/ aith; these you ought to have doru::,without neglecting the others.-Mt. 23 :23

The scribes and Pharisees were the doctors of the law and the official
interpretersof the Scriptures.Whenit cameto whatthe Scripturesmeantthey were
"the SupremeCourt."Jesus recognizedthis when he referredto themas those who
"sit on Moses' seat." He even charged his disciples to "practice and observe
whateverthey tell you, but not what they do; for they preach but do not practice"
(Mt. 23:2-3).
There was a fatal flaw in the way these "Ph.D.'s of the law" handledthe Scriptures: they did not distinguishbetweenmatters of greater and lesser importance.
This caused them to confuse mere details of the law with fundamentalprinciples
of the law. They were slow to see that while all truths are equally true all truths
are not equally important
Or to put it another way, they did not want to see what Jesus saw: that the
Scriptureshave "the weightiermatters" as well as matters not so weighty,even if
important. It is a hazard in Biblicalinterpretationthat has plagued God's people
all thesecenturies a failureto distinguishbetweenvital truth and less important
truth. Since greater and lesser truths are all equally true, there is the tendencyto
treat them as equally significant. Add to this the Pharisaicaltendencyto demand
moreof others thanof oneself,whichmay plagueus all, and we have an oppressive
religion. There is thus Jesus' stingingrebuke: ''They bind heavy burdens,hard to
bear, and lay them upon men's shoulders;but they themselveswill not move them
with one of their fingers" (Mt. 23:2-4).
The "burdens" that the Pharisees imposed upon their people were their own
interpretaticnsof what it meant to keep the law, such as observingthe Sabbath.
These are preservedin the Mishnah,and when one reads these regulationstoday
he may be tempted to laugh at such legalistichairsplitting,but he is to remember
that they were seriousbusinessto the Jews of Jesus' time since they spelledout in
minutedetail how the law was to be observed. Take,for example,someof the rules
on what constitutedwork on the Sabbathday:
A knot could be tied if it could be untied with one hand.
A bucket may be tied to a belt but not to a rope.

Addressall mail to: 1201Windsor Drive, Denton,TX 76201
RESTORATION REVIEW is published monthly, except July and August ,at 1201 Windsor
Drive, Denton, Texas. Second class p:>stage paid at Denton, Texas. SUBSCRIPTION
RATES; $5.00 a year, or two years for$8.00; in clubs of four or more (mailed byus to separate addresses) $3.00 pername per year. (USPS 044450). POSTMASTER; Send address
chanl!es to RESTORATION REVIEW 1201 Windsor Dr. Denton Texas 76201
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One may spit if he spits on a smooth surface but not on a rough surface.
If a woman wore drawers and took aught out therin either in front of her or
behind her, she is culpable, since it is likely to move around.
If one man bears a loaf of bread he is culpable, but if two men bear it they are

not
A woman may not go out with a needle that has an eye, or with a ring that bears
a seal, or with a cochlea brooch, or with a spice-box or a perfune-flask.
A cripple may go out with his wooden stump. But if it hass a cavity for pads
it is susceptibe to uncleanness.

On and on it goes. The Mishnah is more than twice the size of the New
Testamentand it is filled with such minute legalismsas these. The scribes often
debatedat lengthon what violatedthe Sabbathand whatdid not. May a man write
letters of the alphabeton the Sabbath? If he forgets it is the Sabbathand writes as
many as two letters he is guilty so long as it makesa lastingmark. May he scratch
letters on his skin, such as write in the palm of the hand as studentslike to do on
examinationday? RabbiEliezerinsistedthat suchwouldviolate the Sabbathwhile
Rabbi Joshua declared that it was allowable.
This is what our Lord had to put up with in his dealings with the scribes and
Pharisees. To them "the law" was not only what was writtenin the Scripturesbut
all the traditionsas well. The tithing of mint, dill, and cummin was part of the
minutiaeof rabbinictradition. Thesewere spicesand were not specificallynamed
in the lawas thingsto be tithed,but therabbisadvisedthattheybe tithed,for it would
make one more righteous. And so Jesus is saying that they were sticklers for the
law as to tithe even spices and yet they ignored the laws that really matter.
We can betterunderstandJesuscallingthemhypocriteswhenhe could see them
examininga wocxlenleg in search for a cavity or a needle to see if it had an eye,
while wholly indifferentto their own neglect of mercy and justice. It must have
raised his ire to see the Phariseesexaminea womansuspectedof havingsomething
stuffed in her underwear,for if the object slipped from front to back it would be
work and a violation of the Sabbath! Or to see them watch where a man
expectorated, for if his spittle fell on something porous the absorption would
requirenatureto workand the Sabbathwouldbe violated! And yet they would turn
their backs to "the sinners,"howeverneedy they mightbe. And so he blasted them
as Hypocrites!
Beforewe join our Lord in excoriatingthe Phariseeswe would do well to look
at ourselves. We drawlineson eachotheroverwhether"thecup" is one or multiple,
whether it contains fennented or unfennented liquid, or whetherit is served by a
woman. We have argued over round and shaped notes, lesson leaves, graded
classes,tuningforks, melodians,organs,societies,kitchens,fellowshiphalls. We
reject "those for whom Christ died" when they divorce, speak in tongues, think a
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different thought, entertain a new idea, drink wine, associate with "brothers in
error," communicate with Carl Ketcherside or read Integrity or Restoration
Review. Our colleges have fired people for attending a Full Gospel Men's
Fellowship, going to the wrong church, speaking in tongues, assigning the wrong
books, and for being "liberal." Many a teacher has had his class taken from him
because he suggested that the Church of Christ is also a denomination, that we are
not the only Christians, that instrumental music is not necessarily a sin, or just for
being different. I know, for I have talked to scores of them by phone. We are as
watchful over our unwritten creeds as the Pharisees ever were of their traditions.
Moreover, we are often downright discourteous, rude, and unfair toward those "in
error," and these are sometimes missionaries who dare to cross party lines and are
forthwith abandoned on a foreign field with no support. Often our ethics is that
"heretics" and "liberals" have no rights. How merciful, loving, and just are we in
all these things? Are we too hypocrites?
We have here another principle of hermeneutics: We are to interpret the Bible
in terms of the weightier matters and the greater truths. And it is the Lord himself
who lays down the rule. If he would speak of weightier matters it is evident that
there are lighter matters.
At least twice in Scripture we find Jesus referring to this rule. When the
Pharisees questioned his eating with sinners and tax collectors, he invited them to
make a study of Hosea 6:6, "I desire mercy and not sacrifice." Jesus urged them to
go and find out what the prophet meant (Mt. 9:13). It was an appeal to the weightier
matters. When the Pharisees questioned him for allowing his disciples to pluck ears
of grain on the Sabbath he again appealed to Hosea's great line, "I desire mercy and
not sacrifice" (Mt. 12:7). This time he says to them, "If you had known what this
means you would not have condemned the guiltless."
If you had known what this means ... gets to the heart of Biblical interpretation.
We may know the letter of the Bible without knowing its spirit. Jesus is really
pointing us to what the Bible is all about, the weightier matters of peace, mercy,
grace, justice, and as Micah 6:8 adds, "walking humbly before God."
Another way of stating this principle is that the Bible, as well as all of life, must
be seen in true perspective. An alarming characteristic of the human mind is that
it can lose all sense of proportion. A person can see things of no importance
alongside things of eternal importance, even in his own life, and make no distinction
between them. William Barclay tells of the Scotsman who wrote in his diary on
a given day that his wife had given birth to a son and he had received a green swallow
from Jamaica. With an astonishing lack of perspective he placed the birth of a man
child into the world, even his own son, and the arrival of a green swallow side by
side.
We do this when we make the time and frequency of the Lord's Supper as
important as the meaning of the Lord's Supper. It is a lack of perspective that causes
us to consider the how of singing hymns, doing missions, or caring for the needy
as much as the acts themselves. We sometimes get so lopsided that we will not do

good things, and will even hinderothers doing them, if the how is not our way. Jesus
being the judge, it is safe to conclude that it is better to err on the side of being too
merciful or too yielding than to be too exact and too demanding.
I am reminded of the preacher who insisted that the use of instrumental music
is as serious a sin as adultery. I could not believe he really believed that. His
approach to the Bible forced him to such a conclusion.
'
Paul had a sense of proportion when on the one hand he gladly circumcised
Timothy but on the other hand adamantly refused to circumcise Titus. Differences
in circumstance affect the way a matter is decided. The "necessary things" that the
apostles imposed upon the Gentile churches in Acts 15 were crucial to their
circumstance, but they have little importance to us. A man might fight in one war
but be a protester in the next. This sense of perspective, which is balanced thinking,
is to guide our study of the Bible. We will then no longer argue over unimportant
details or over issues that do not matter. Many lives have been made miserable and
many churches have been tom asunder over trifles.
The right perspective is ours - the proper balance-- when we have our eye
fixed upon the Cross and upon God's grace. When all things in life are measured
in the light of the eternal verities, then life will be whole and eternity secure. This
is what our Lord meant when he spoke of"Ifthine eye be single (sound), thy whole
body shall be full of light" (Mt. 6:22). He had just said, "Where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also." If our treasure is heavenly things, "the weightier
matters," then the eye is sound and life will be rightly proportioned.
Another way to say all this is that religion can be bogus as well as real, false as
well as true. False or bogus religion can have its prooftexts right out of the Bible.
The Pharisees are testimony that religion can be bad and yet "scriptural." Jesus said
they searched the Scriptures, but they missed the weightier matters.
I am persuaded that the one essential ingredient of true religion is humility
before God. A religion that makes people arrogant and self-righteous cannot be true
religion. The one thing that God requires along with justice and mercy is to walk
humbly before God. ''Trust in the Lord with all thine heart," Pro. 3:5 urges us, "and
lean not upon thine own understanding." That says it all, and such humility comes
only as we surrender our pride at the foot of the Cross and glory in the grace of God,
and pray the sinner's prayer, "God, be merciful to me a sinner."
That prayer, which so impressed our Lord, is surely one of the weightier truths
of the Bible. Grace and mercy along with humility and prayer is what true religion
is all about. - the Editor
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An Honest man is the noblest work of God. -- Alexander Pope
Our heritage is composed of all the voices that oon answer our questions.--- Andre
Malraux
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THE UNITARIANS: "DEEDS NOT CREEEDS"
(This is the third of a series of reports on my visit to churches in my home town
of Denton, Texas. The purpose is to inform and enlighten, to correct misunderstandings, and to show that in spite of differences we all have a great deal in
common. It is also my way of sharing with you what has proven to be an exciting
adventure in better understanding. - the Editor)

The buildingis acrossthe back streetfrom the First ChristianChurch,not all that
conspicuousto the passing public. A modest sign reads "Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship." A "FamilyFellowship"was advertisedfor 10:30,but no one was there
at that time. WhileI waitedin mycar for the firstarrivals,I thougt of my ownChurch
of Christ, where most of us arrive either at the last moment or late. A few women
and children began to appear, but I decided that was not "family" enough for me
to intrudeuponand waitedfor themainserviceatll:00. Whensome20peoplebegan
to assemble I eagerly joined them. Having already attended a rather large 8:00
service at a Church of Christ, I was to have a very different experiencewith the
Unitarians.
I could not have been received more graciously. As is usuallythe case in these
visits there were people there that I knew. Once the servicebegan I was asked to
introducemyself. The service was informaland laid back, not unlike a gathering
in a home. Announcementsweremadeand therewasa sharingof concerns.I sensed
the empathy when it was reported that a friend had given birth to twins, both
stillborn. There were other hurts and problemsreferred to. There was evidenceof
"a caring communityof the concerned,"as the Unitariansdescribe their idea of a
church. But therewereno prayers,whichis reflectiveof theirrejectionof what they
call "a kind of miraculousconversationbringing heavenlyresults."
But their officialstatementsindicate that they do believe in prayer "as a means
of articulatingforour owngoodour concerns,fears,and aspirations."They say that
prayer"helps to objectifyour goals, and that is its majorpurpose."This means that
in prayer they are talkingonly to themselves,a meansof inspiringand encouraging
one another. This is consistentwith their humanisticview of things. There is no
God (in the Biblicalsense)to hearprayer,and when theyrefer to God it is in a poetic
or symbolicsense,or it is equatedwith Nature. To them "child of God" and "child
of the universe"are synonymous.
While they would not pray the Lord's Prayerin their service, they do have what
they call "Our Affirmation,"which was printed in their Order of Service(I doubt
if theywoulduse "Orderof Worship"since,as they seeit, thereis nothingto worship
except themselvesor Humankind),and which we would all applaud insofaras it
goes.
Love is the doctrine of this fellowship
The quest of truth is its prayer
To dwell together in peace
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To seek Knowledge in freedom
To serve others in community
To the end that all may grow into harmony with creation
Thus we do covenant with each other and with ourselves.

The "Reading"of the service was the HypocraticOath, which was the basis ofa
presentationby an obviouslyconcernedwoman on health care in our community,
particularlyin referenceto the indigent Somediscussionfollowed.While therewas
not a singlereferenceto Scripturein this service,theremighthavebeen, for the Bible
is sometimesreferred to as a possiblesourceof truthjust as the Koran might be, or
Tagoreor Shakespeareor Emerson,particularlyEmersonwho is one of their patron
saints, if they have patron saints. If you want a "feel" of the Unitarian spirit read
Ralph Waldo Emerson. In their tract rack they have a booklet on "What Emerson
Says." Good stuff!
The nearest to anythingliturgicalin this non-liturgicalchurch was the singingof
hymns and the lighting of the chalice. A woman lighted a candle as she told of
passingthe stateboardsin familycounseling. I happenedto know her and afterward
offered congratulations.Unitariansare usually highly sophisticated,which makes
it unlikelythat a small Texas city would have a Unitarianchurch. But our city has
two state universities.
That the Unitarianssing hymnsI found a little surprising,especially hymns by
Isaac Watts! No hymns of course are sung to Christ since they do not claim to be
Christians,and none to God in any transcendentsense. So, how could they sing
Watts' hymns,that eminentChristianpoet? They sungWatts' "From All ThatDwell
BelowThe Skies,"or rather theirownrenditionof it Here is the frrst verse as Watts
wrote it:

From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator's praise arise;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let the Redeemer's name be sung
Thro' every land, by every tongue.
Alleluiah! Alleluiah!

Inspired by Psalms 117,Watts wrote that great hymn of praise to God and in
adorationof the Redeemer. Alleluiaof course means to praise God. Now look at it
after the Unitarianredactor got throughwith it:
From all that dwell below the skies
Let songs of hope and faith arise;
Let peace, good-will on earth be sung
Through every land, by every tongue.

Even the Unitarianswould concedethat it is easier to expungeGod from a hymn
than to removeHim from the universe. But do the Unitariansreally want to do this?
Do theyreallybelievethat we are alone in the universe? Is thereno more to life than
this vale of tears and no ultimateanswer to the humanpredicament? Does it all end
in death and darkness?

248

RESTORATION REVIEW

Their own Ralph Waldo Emerson negotiated with his own mind for something
better than a hopeless, godless view of things. We would all do well to ponder this
magnificent paragraph from his trenchant pen:
The human heart requires a God. Some God, a true or a false one, it will and must
have. There exists no mind but is possessed with love either of good or of evil.
It will make a God of conscience, or of riches, or of power, or of science, or of
honor, or of hatred, or of the belly. For everyone may see, who will look at the
mind of a philosopher, that whoever made us, we were made not by ourselves, but
from the beginning to the end of our structure and of our progress, do plainly
discover a reference to something else than ourselves.

We plainly discover a reference to something else than ourselves, said the New
England bard, and We were not made by ourselves. If there is Something ~r
Someone beside ourselves who made us, He must be greater than ourselves. Is this
not who God is? Emerson is not far from Paul's words in Rom.1:20: "All that may
be known of God by men lies plain before their eyes; indeed God himself has
disclosed it to them. His invisible attributes, that is to say his everlasting power
and Deity, have been visible, ever since the world began, to the eye of reason, in
the things he has made."
There is much that we can all learn from the Unitarians. We can start with
Emerson's emphasis on deeds rather than creeds: "Do not say things. What you
are stands over you the while, and thunders, so that I cannot hear what you say to
the contrary." And so they say in Unitarian Universalists Believe, a brochure
issued from their headquarters in Boston: "We are inspired and impressed 'by
deeds not creeds."' They practice what they preach in terms of working for peace
and justice for all. They have special interest in criminal justice, calling for a
moritorium ~n prison construction. They insist that only violent criminals should
be incarcerated. Others should make restitution to their victims. They are
convinced that the 700,000 we now have in prisons can be greatly reduced by
getting at the root cause of crime: poverty, unemployment, racism, classism,
sexism.
While it is refreshing to find a church that has such concern for social justice,
there is reflected here the basic fallacy of humanism. It is also evident in such
affirmations as : "This new liberal religious movement re-affirms a positive faith
in humanity" and "We assert the goodness of the individual person."
The fallacy is that there is nothing really wrong with mankind that a proper
environment (social justice) cannot correct. This sanguine view of human nature
fails the test of history as well as our own personal experience. In the light of
history how can we believe in the basic goodness of man? It is evident ~at ~ere
is something dreadfully wrong with humankind, basically wrong. The Bible identifies it as sin. A religion that ignores the reality of sin can make no lasting
contribution to the alleviation of human suffering, for man suffers (for the most
part) because he sins against his Creator. Human nature must be changed from
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within. The Bible calls tllis repentance or reformation. Only changed people can
really change society. Social justice is inextricably tied to personal righteousness.
As for what Unitarians believe about Jesus, they agree with Benjamin Franklin
that his morals and religion are the best, but they question his divinity. They speak
of Jesus' moral grandeur and nobility of character, and they draw inspiration frpm
"the human Jesus." And they disavow any intention of belittling Jesus when they
conclude that the traditional churches have corrupted his teaching.
If tlle Unitarians really followed Jesus on tlle basis of his moral grandeur and
nobility of character, they might not be far from his first disciples who must have
followed him without much of a theological base. In any event Jesus himself had
a rather liberal view of discipleship: "He who comes to me I will in no wise cast
out" (Jn. 6:37). The church must not be too prescriptive of the reasons why people
follow Jesus, and it must certainly refrain from casting out those that Jesus
receives, which might include Unitarians.
The time was when tlle Unitarians believed in tlle divinity of Jesus. William
Ellery Channing, the liberal Congregational minister of Boston who shocked the
orthodox clergy of his day by rejecting the docrine of the Trinity, was a founding
father of Unitarianism in this country. In his 1815sermon on "Unitarian Christianity" he exalted Jesus as the Savior of the world, stating that tlle Christ was sent
by God to effect the "moral and spiritual deliverance of mankind." But Jesus was
not God, Channing insisted, thus rejecting the notion of the Trinity.
Later James Freeman Clarke liberalized the Unitarian "Affirmation" (They
don't believe in creeds!) to read: "The fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of man,
tlle leadership of Jesus, salvation by character, and the progress of mankind
onward and upward forever." As the Unitarians became more humanistic Jesus
became "a leader" instead of"the Savior," and in time they became indistinguishable from the Universalists, who not only rejected the Trinity but proclaimed
universal salvation. In recent years these two have united and they are now the
Unitarian Universalist Association of Churches and Fellowships in North America. They do not consider themselves "a Christian church" and do not claim to be
Christians, though a Christian can be a Unitarian if he chose to, just as a Moslem
or a Buddhist could.
In the early days when they were a Christian church, even if not Trinitarian,
there was some affinity with tlle Campbellites, one reason being that Alexander
Campbell also questioned the doctrine of the Trinity. The Unitarians also embraced Campbell because of his plea for unity on a non-creedal basis and his
rejection of theological systems. Campbell knew that he could always preach in
a Unitarian church, even when all others in town closed their doors to him, and he
often did.
As for the Unitarians' greatest virtue and the one we would do well to emulate,
I would name their openness to new ideas and their willingness to listen to each
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In Rev.14 their number is given as 144,000, which may be another way of
naming a great multitude. Now their praises sound like "harpists playing their
harps," and they sing a new song, one known only to them. It is in this context that
an angel cries out, "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on," and John
is told to write that down, as a promise to us who read and believe.

other and to others in their search for truth. How many Christian churches today
could say the following?
Unitarian Universalists can be completely honest with one another. There is
no "conforming" to which they must adhere. They can speak their minds on all
issues freely, for there are no "off limit" sign, no forbidden areas of thought, no
prohibited doubts, that will make one an outcasL

In Rev. 19 the multitude is heard again, and this time they worship God in the
four hallelujahs. The first one in verse l is: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and
honorandpowertotheLordourGod!"
TheseattributesofGodreflectwhatweoften
find in the Psalms (such as "His glory is above the heavens" in Ps. 113:4), and they
show why God should be worshipped. The attributes that this hallelujah assigns to
God are the ones assumed by man, who supposes he can save himself and that he
is powerful and has glory and honor.

If this kind of openness and honesty is also part of what it means to be a Christian,
and if we compare the attitude and behavior of our churches to that of the Unitarian,
we can justly raise the question as to who is more Christian after all. - the Editor.

The second hallelujah comes in verse 3: "Hallelujah! And her smoke rises up
forever and ever!" The reference is to the great harlot, Babylon, which symbolizes
pagan Rome and all her arrogance against God, the system of evil that persecuted
the saints and made merchandise of all that is good and holy. Already the believers
had been told to "Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you
receive of her plagues" (18:4), and already her doom had been pronounced,
"Babylon the great is fallen" (18:2). This hallelujah recognizes that her fall is final,
and that we are to praise God for his victory over evil. It reassures us that all evil
is doomed to destruction, sooner or later, and that we are on the winning side. It is
cause to praise God.

THE FOUR HALLELUJAHS
It is a word that has barely had a place in my vocabulary, for I am more likely
to say Praise God! in English than to say Hallelujah! in Hebrew. Yet in its
transliterated form it takes its place as one of the most beautiful words in the English
language. And certainly one of the most beautiful in the Bible, but, surprisingly
enough, it occurs only four times, all in Rev.19. It is those four hallelujahs that I
am writing about
But first a word about what this term conjures up in my mind. I've never been
able to spell it and always have to look it up. Not only because the l's are hard to
keep straight, but also because it is spelled at least three different ways: hallelujah,
halleluiah, alleluia. It is actually an interjection and should appear·as Hallelujah!
The Hebrew original verb is imperative, Praise!, joined to the name of God, Jah or
Yahweh, and so it means Praise Yahweh! or Praise the Lord! So, something like
P1L Club means Hallelujah Club.
And I always seem to associate the word with Handel's Messiah and its great
Hallelujah chorus. And when the word comes to mind the majestic cadence of that
great chorus with its repetitious Hallelujahs! race through my mind, which are
surely among the greatest lines in the history of music.
Itis the voiceofagreatmultitude that issues the four hallelujahs. This great host
is earlier described as "a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues" (Rev. 7:9), and they stand before the throne of God
with white robes and Palm branches in their hands. They are joined by all the angels,
the elders, and the four living creatures, who supposedly represent all humankind,
and together they praise God: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen!" They
are identified as those who come out of the great tribulation. They are before the
throne and continually serve God. The Lamb is named as their shepherd and God
wipes all tears from their eyes.
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Verse 4 has the third hallelujah: "And the twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures fell down and worshipped God, saying, 'Amen! Hallelujah!'" The word
Amen is itself a prayer, for it says something like Let it be so! or Thy will be done!
If in the Old Testament church there was the refrain "And all the people shall say
Amen" when God's curses were pronounced (Dt. 27), and if in the New Testament
church there was the Amen at the giving of thanks (l Cor.14: 15) we would do well
in our assemblies to have a chorus of Amens. Those in heaven were making an
affirmation in their cry of Hallelujah! Amen!, as if to say as they bowed before the
God of heaven, We believe! It is noteworthy that in the same book (3:14) Jesus
Christ himself is called the Amen, as if to say he is the essence of the faith, or he is
God's affirmation of himself.
The fourth hallelujah is given a unique setting in that the great heavenly
multitude now sounds like "the sound of many waters and the sound of mighty
thunderings" (verse 6). Out of this crescendo of heavenly praise, which must have
been breathtaking to the apostle John, comes "Hallelujah! For the Lord God
Almighty reigns!" It is as if nothing else matters. If the God of heaven, who is "the
Omnipotent One," reigns over the universe and rules in the affairs of men, then we
need not fear. That exclamation of praise goes far in telling us what the kingdom
of God is - God reigns! It is something to shout like thunder about
It is instructive that this fourth hallelujah that points to God reigning in the
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universeis followedby "Let us be glad andrejoiceandgive himglory." Thatis what
praisingGod is all about,giving him glory, whichmeans that we recognizethat he
is the gloriousGodof heaven. When we are gladandrejoiceit is becausewe believe
the great truths about God as are implied in the four hallelujahs,and so we praise
him.
These four hallelujahsteach us how to praise God. We can join the angelichost
and heavenly multitudeof great souls made perfect and worship God in the same
way they do. What a thoughtit is if the angels in heaven could here an outburstof
praise on earth that soundedlike mighty thundering,emanatingfrom believers all
around the world who cry out, Hallelujah! Amen! God Reigns! Babylon is fallen!
To him belong salvation, power, honor, and glory!

Who knowsbut what thepraiseof any one of us is heardin heavenlike the sound
of many waters. And how gloreiousto realize that while upon our knees lifting up
holy hands we join the great assemblyof God in heaven as it praises him who sits
upon the throne our loved ones, our little ones, our dear sisters and brothers in
the Lord, the great saints of all the ages, a great multitudethat no one can number.
Can't you hear them praising God, and does it not sound somethinglike many
waters flowing and great thunderingscascadingacross the heavens? And can we
not join them as they praise the Almighty?
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!, Hallelujah!, Hallelujah! - - the Editor

DID YOU CHOOSEGOD
OR DID GOD CHOOSEYOU?
You did not choose Me, but I chose you. -In.

15:16

Ancient mariners had a fear of what has come to be known as the dilemma of
Scyllaand Charybdis. Accordingto Greekmythologythe beautifulgoddessScylla
was changed into a hideous monster when a rival goddess poisoned the pool in
which she bathed. Scylla threw herself into the sea between Italy and Sicily and
became the dangerous rocks that sailors feared. Opposite the rocks was a
treacherouswhirlpoolcalled Charybdis. It tookan able pilot to steera ship between
the pitfalls of Scylla and Charybdis.
The questionI pose in this essay requiresus to sail betweenthe Scyllaof God's
sovereigntyand the Charybdisof human responsibility. Disaster awaits us if we
interpret Scripturein such a way as to neglecteither God's initiative(identifiedin
Scriptureas calling,election,predestination)or man's response to that initiativein
terms of friji and obedience.

DID YOU CHOOSE GOD OR DID GOD CHOOSE YOU?
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Have I already presumedyour answerto the questionof whether you chose God
or God chose you? Your answer is both, of course, for God certainlychose us, as
the Scripturesmake clear, and we chose Him in that we respondedto His call. But
my questionis intendedto suggestthat the answer is not that simple. The question
of God's electionmustremaina mystery.Whileit defiesanyreadyanswer,we must
realize that the crucial truth is that God chose us. It is his grace toward us,
predestinedeven in eternity,thatreallymatters. Yes,of course,we makea response,
but even this falls withinHis sovereignty.This meansthat we steer closer to Scylla
than to Charybdis.
Illustrationscan sometimesclarifyprofoundtruths. The best I have heard
relative to this question came from a Presbyterianminister who believes both in
God's electionand man's freewill. It is like standingbefore the door of salvation,
he observed. On thedooris inscribed"Whosoeverwillmaycome"and that includes
people of all races, all nations,all colors. Once one enters the door of salvationhe
looks back at the other side of the door and sees the inscription"You didn't choose
me, I chose you."
So maybethe answerto our questionis somethinglike/ chose God but only
because hefirst chose me. We might even venture to say that God chose (decreed,
predestined)that we would choose Him. But before we venture further let us call
the apostlesand even Jesus himself on board to help us sai~~tween the Sc_yllaof
God's sovereignty and the Charybdis of human respons1bil1ty.What saith the
Scriptures?
Those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. (Rom.

8:29-30)
Even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. He destined us in love to be his sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will. (Eph. 1:4-5)
To the exiles of the dispersion, chosen and destined by God the Father and
sanctified by the Spirit for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with
his blood. (1 Petl:2)
The elder to the elect lady and her children. (2 Jn.1)
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ
(Jude 1)
ff the Lord had not shortened the days, no human being would be saved; but
for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. (Mt.13:2)

This testimony from both Christ and his apostlesis sufficientto establish
the fact of God's election of his chosen ones, even before the foundation of the
world. It is a questionof whetherGod's call or electionis absoluteor conditional.
Notice these passages that point to the Charybdisof human responsibility,which
show that God's grace and man's faith go together.
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But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall
be yours as well. (ML 6:33)
Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened unto you. For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks fmds, and
to him who knocks it will be opened. (ML 7:7-8)
He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him. (Jn. 3:36)
If one loves God, one is known by him. (1 Cor. 8:3)
I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the air; but I pommel my
body and subdue it, lest after preaching to others I myself shlould be disqualified.
(I Cor. 9:26-27)

When one notes the many action verbs in the New Testament,such as seek,
ask, knock,believe,obey,run, love, he can onlyconcludethat God's graciouscall
is conditional. While Paul is the one who said so much about God's call and
election,he realizedthat he had a responseto make,a charge to keep, or even he,
after preaching to others,could lose the prire, as 1Cor 9:26-27 indicates.
This means that we are to "cooperatewith God," as it were, in order for our
callingand electionto be sure. Rom. 8:28demandssuch a conclusion,especially
whenread in the New English Bible, whichgivesproperplace to the Greek word
sunergei (work together):"in everything,as we know, he cooperatesfor good
with thosewholoveGodand are calledaccordingto hispurpose." Paul hererefers
to the calling,but in referenceto God and mancooperating.God first lovesus, but
we are to return the love. God in his gracegives us the gospelof Jesus Christ, but
we are to believe and obey it
It is remarkablethat thosewho say the mostaboutthe verbalinspirationof the
Bibleare oftenthe oneswhoinsistuponan absolutepredestination,apartfromany
humaninitiative. And yet they are the first to dismissthe apostle's wordsunergei
in Rom. 8:28,an inspiredwordthat showsthat Godand mancooperatein the holy
calling. Only human traditionkeeps one from seeing what Paul clearly states in
this passage.
Anotherillustrationmay help. Let's sayyou offer me a ride to Houstonin your
new Cadillac. You have"decreed" and "predestined"the trip. It is certain,even
predetermined,thatyou and the Cadillacare goingto Houstonon a givendate, and
you"call" me to go along. I trustyou. I acceptyourinvitation,and so I am "called"
to go to Houston. I am seatedcomfortablyand securelyin the Cadillac,and I am
cooperatingin thatl amdoingwhata goodpassengerdoes. But that doesnot mean
that it is an absolute predestination,for I can open the door and leave the car if I
am fool enoughto reject your grace. If I remainedin the car and arrivedsafelyin
Houston,it wouldbe foolishfor me to contendthatl earnedit or workedfor it. The
fact that I cooperatedmakesit no less the case that it was only by your grace that
I arrived in Houston.
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There is AlexanderCampbell'sillustration.A fatherand son standingon shore
see a ship in distress at sea. The father sends his son to rescue the passengers.
Extendinghis oar to the perishingpeople, the son urges theminto the boat. Those
who accept his offer not only climb into the boat but assist in rowing to safety.
By no logiccould it be arguedthat they savedthemselvesor that they deserv,ed
it. It was only the goodnessof the father and his son that they were saved, and yet
it was conditionedupon their respondingto the grace proffered.
Our call or electionis in Christ (Eph. 15), who himselfwas predestinedfrom
eternity to be our Savior (Acts 2:23). In acceptinghim we are in union with him
and with what God has ordainedfor him (Rom.6:5). So, our securityis in him and
we will be in heavenwith him if we remainfaithful. But as in the ride to Houston
, if I am foolishenoughto renouncemy faith in Christand take upa life of sin, I have
forfeitedmy security. While we can be fully confidentthat that will not happen
to us, the Bible makes it clear that it can and does happen in some cases. Paul's
language in Gal. 4:8-9 persuades me that he would approve of my Cadillac
illustration:
Formerly, when you did not know God, you were in bondage to beings that by
nature are no gods; but now that you come to know God, or rather to be known
by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly elements of the
world and become slaves all over again?

Could a case be any clearer than that the Galatianswere once in bondage to
falsegodsbut turnedto the trueGodand werethusknown(loved)by Him,and then
"turnedback again" and once more becameslaves? They were safe and secure in
the "Cadillac,"but left it
We havea hint in this passagethatforeknowledgemeansto fore-love,that God
loves us before we love Him. This is confirmedby 1 Cor.8:3:"lfone loves God,
one is known by Him." Several passages, such as l John 4, make it clear that
knowing and loving mean virtuallythe same thing.
So, the answerto our openingquestionis that God is the Great Initiatoror "the
Houndof Heaven,"and it is He who first called us, fore-lovedus, and extendedto
us His free gift of salvation. This is the grace of God, but it is not irresistiblegrace
as the Calvinistswould have us believe, for men do resist il Those of us who
choose God, or love Him who first loved us, accept His grace. "By grace are you
saved throughfaith," as the apostleputs it in Eph. 2:8.
This points up Jesus' assuranceto his disciples,"You did not choose Me, but
I chose you." The disciples,of course,had a choiceto make,and it was to follow
Christ But the choice was possible only because God had first chosen them.
What mannerof grace is it that loved us and called us even in and for eternity!
-the

Editor
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UNITYAND THE JUDGMENT
Victor Knowles
"After all is said and done, more is said than done."
Wise words, those. And very painful as well. The truth hurts. But we need the
truth. The truth will make us free.
The quote that we began with is particularly true when it comes to our words and
action concerning Christian unity. We all know that religious division is contrary
to God's plan (I Cor. l: 10). We are aware that the unity of all believers everywhere
is what our Lord prayed for (John 17:20, 21). But after all is said and done, more
is said than done! We talk a good game but play it rather poorly. Not that noble
efforts have not and are not being made by some to bridge the gap between estranged
brethren in Christ.
Since August of 1984 five national meetings between leaders of Churches of
Christ (non-instrumental) and Churches of Christ and Christian Churches (instrumental) have taken place. Hundreds of brethren have met for prayer, study, and
discussion at Joplin, Missouri; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Malibu, California; Milligan
College, Tennessee; and Cincinnati, Ohio. Another"Restoration Forum" is planned
for May of 1988. Several regional and local "grassroots" efforts have also taken
place across the nation. A new periodical reporting these meetings, One Body, has
been launched by Don DeWelt of Joplin, Missouri.
But by and large, many brethren are content to just talk about unity. An old black
preacher sagaciously observed, "Ev'rybody talkin' 'bouthebbin ain'tgwin~ there."
The same is true concerning Christian unity. How can we do more than Just talk
about unity? It is imperative that we do more than just talk because the apostle John
urges us to love in deed and truth and not just in word and tongue (I John 3:18).
One thing that would help motivate us into greater action is to contemplate what
will happen after all is said and done-period! We are mortal beings. We have an
appointed end. But the end is not really the end. "And as it is ap~inted f~r men
to die once, but after this the judgment" (Heb. 9:27). All of us are gomg to die. All
of us are going to stand in the judgment. What then?
It will be too late then to sort things out and work for the unity God intended (Eph.
4:4-6). It will be too late to answer Christ's great prayer for unity (John 17). It will
be too late then to heed the apostle's admonitions for Christian unity (Phil. 3: 16).
This should sober us up as nothing else can. "When the trumpet of the Lord shall
sound, and time shall be no more"-what then? If we aren't answering God's roll
call down here, how can we answer it up there? This is serious business!
The Bible clearly teaches that "we shall all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ" (Rom.14: 10). That means every one of us. But we will not stand before God
collectively. We will not stand as a brotherhood or even as a congregation. We will
not stand as a group of preachers or editors. "Each of us." says Paul, "shall give an
account of himself to God" (Rom.14:12).
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What does this have to do with working for the unity of all believers? Much!
Isn't it significant that the passages of scripture we've cited concerning the judgment
(Rom 14:10-12) are found right in the heart of a chapter that deals with the matter
of brethren who are judging each other. God wanted these brethren to settle their
differences he fore the final judgment. Paul begins this chapter by telling them not
to reject each other over disputable matters (Rom. 14:1). He instructs them not to
despise each otheror judge each other (Rom. 14: 2, 3). He asks them, "Why do you
judge your brother?" (Rom. 14: 10). It is in this context that the apostle then gives
his oft-quoted teaching on the judgment seat of Christ.
It is extremely important that we settle up with each other before God settles up
with us. Doesn't that make sense? Some day you and I are going to stand in the
judgment and give an account of the way we treated (or mistreated or failed to treat)
our brothers in Christ-brethren for whom Christ died (Rom. 14:9). What am I
going to say for myself ifl have made no attempt to receive one of God's children
as my brethren? Worse yet, what will I say if I have been so foolish as to reject and
judge a brother for whom Christ dies? Even more horrible to contemplate, what is
God going to say to me for my boorish behavior?
Let's be wise enough to take a long look at this matter of Christian unity. This
is not a petty, peripheral issue. We're talking life and death, righteousness and
judgment, heaven and hell. Nothing could be more vital or serious. But let's go
beyond words. Let's enter into the real world and start doing something about our
dreadful state of division. Work for the unity for which our dear Lord lived and died.
What can you do today for the cause of Christian unity? Work for unity in your
local congregation. Be a peacemaker. Visit your brethren across town whenever
you can. Invite someone over for dinner. Take someone out for lunch. Pray
together. Study together. Talk. Listen. Ask questions. Be respectful. Be humble.
Be compassionate. Be hopeful.
Above all remember that "we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ."
After all is said and done, that's the way it is going to be. God has already received
us (Rom. 14:3). Christ has already received us to the glory of God (Rom. 15:7).
Let's receive each other now so we can both be received in the judgment- - -Victor
Knowles is editor of OneBody and a participant in the Restoration Forums, 125
E. Fairview, Carthage, MO 64836.
Though not agreeing at all, with some of their opinions and practic.es,I nevertheless preach amongst all, having seen for many years how greatly the heart of the
Lord Jesus n:ust be grieved by the dis-union that exists among His own true
disciples. On this account, therefore, I have sought (in my feeble measure) to
unite all real believers; but, as this cannot be done, by standing aloof from our
brethren in Christ, until they see eye to eye with us, in every point, I have gone
amongst them, and have united with them, in so far as nothing has been required
of me which I could not do with a good conscience.-George Muller
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OUR CHANGING WORLD
It may tax your credulity to believe it, but I set this entire issue, except for
"The Four Hallelujahs" which Ouida had
set already, on our new computer. I had
resolved not to touch it, assigning it to
Ouida's domain. But Ouida did a number
on me. Due to overtaxing her hands, not
only on the computer but by lifting her
mother so much, she came down with tendonitis. It was either learn to work the computer myself or have no March issue. Ouida
sat beside me and told me what to do. My
experience at the typewriter helped. Laying
out the pages on the Pagemaker is like doing
magic, such as raising or lowering columns
of words as one would a window shade, or
typing in titles and headings in the margin
and then "dragging" them to where you
want them on the page. I am something like
the boy that saw a giraffe for the first time
and insisted 'There ain't no such animal!"
Ouida is trying to con me into composing
directly into the computer and bypassing
the typewriter. That will probably be next.
I have also been doing more of the housework and caring for Mother Pitts, who is
more and more out of it. Only today she told
Ouida that she hoped she'd be able to fmd a
man worthy of her. Ouida was lamenting
her senility when I corrected her, "What do
you mean, I think she gave you very good
advice!"
I attended the celebration of the
bicentennial of Alexander Campbell's birth
at TCU, sponsored by the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society. Participants were
from all three major wings of the movement
that emanated from Campbell's laborsand
there was a good spirit of cooperation and
a wholesome respect for our common heritage. Sessions were also held at the Richland Hills Church of Christ.

The East Maple Street Chapel in
Hartford, Illinois invites all participants in
the Hartford Forum from 1958-1973 to a
reunion May 20 (2:00 to 4:00 p.m.) and May
21(9:30 a.m. to 2:30p.m.) Carl Ketcherside
and I started the Forum in 1958 and were
joint participants in most of the fifteen forums that followed, and we will both be
present for the reunion. It would be great to
see all our old Forum friends once more.
This annual affair had a great influence in
providing an atmosphere in which diverse
views on unity and fellowship could be
freely inttoduced and discussed, and it deserves an honored place in our history.
Everyone of course is invited, but those who
spoke on the programs are especially urged
to be present. Contact B. E. McCann, 127
Donna Dr., Hartford, 11.62048.
An interesting news item from
the Disciples of Christ: Their Commission
on Theology and Christian Unity is engaged
in a serious study on "Salvation in Jesus
Christ," which was assigned to it by the
Louisville General Assembly. Made up of
both lay and professional theologians, the
group does not plan a "political" response
but one that is deeply theological and related to what every Disciple affirms, that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Another item: The Disciples have now had
their tenth dialogue session with Roman
Catholics. They are now discussing "Continuity of the Church in the Apostolic Tradition." Both churches affirm that there is an
apostolic tradition to be remembered and
witnessed to.
Our readers in the Dallas area
might be intrerested in a series I will be
giving on ''Our Heritage and Destiny" to the
combined adult classes of the Lake Highlands Christian Church (Disciples) on the
second, third, and fourth Sundays of April.
The church is next door to the Lake Highlands Church of Christ I wish we could all

READER'S EXCHANGE
get together for this, for I will show that we
have a great deal in common in our heritage
and much we could share in our destiny.
Earlier in the year I did something similar to
this for a class at Pittman Creek Church of
Christ in Plano, which is in the same general
area.

READER"S EXCHANGE
I was honored that an article of
mine was published in Christian Standard,
especially with an article by you in the same
edition! They put me in good company. I
read a lot of material and I know of few, if
any, publications that maintain the consistent high quality of Restoration Review
Charles Turner, Friendswood, Tx.
(Writing for and with others is
delightful and meaningful fellowship. I was
pleased to write for the last issue of Mission,
then in Christian Standard and One Body,
journals related to Christian Churches, and
I will soon have an essay on "Alexander
Campbell: Tragedy and Triumph" in The
Disciple, an official publication of Disciples of Christ. You would do well to read
any or all of these papers. Addresses are:
Christian Standard, 1821 Hamilton Ave.,
Cincinnati, Oh. 45231 ($14.75per annum);
One Body, llll N. Main, Joplin. Mo. 64801
(free on request); The Disciple, Box 179,St.
Louis, Mo. 63166 ($10.00 per annum).
Ed.)
I really like your series on your
visitation to various Denton churches. I
never attended a church service I didn't find
something of interest or inspiration,
whether at a high church Episcopalian or a
small Pentecostal group in a clapboard
building on the other side of the tracks. I
pity those who Christianity is limited to
their own little group . - Chaplain T. F.
McNabb, Brown Mills, N. J.
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Idon'tknow how I started receiving the magazine, but I suppose some unknown person sent it to me. I tossed many
of the first issues, assuming it to be another
sectarian organ of the Church of Christ
denomination. Fortunately, I decided to,
quit being judgmental and read an issue . I
was delighted and encouraged to find a
paper that believes in the grace of God and
the fellowship of believers. Enclosed is my
renewal. Texas
(We get numerous responses like
this from those who were sent the paper by
someone else. This might encourage you to
send in that club of four or more. You can
al ways think of that many peoole who might
respond as this man did. - Ed.)
Many in our brotherhood have
lost sight of the Restoration Plea. Instead
opinions have become tests of orthodoxy
and we've grown content to perpetuate our
own spiritual species without the liberty
that Christ has given to us. Your publication
is a breath of fresh air. Your The StoneCampbell MovemenJ inflamed me with a
desire to be aseekerofGod's truth no matter
where that truth may lead. - Randall
Massie, Jacksonville, IL.
Please don't retire. Our people
need your teaching. - Helen P. Murray,
Murfreesboro, Tn.
We saw and heard many Communist authorities in the Slavic world not only
tolerate, but ask and encourage Christians to
minister to social needs, especially with the
growing problem of drug addiction and
alcohol abuse. - Steve Bilak, umsanne,
Switzerland.
Is "restoration of the primitive
church" an opinion? If not, where does the
New Testament say that "the primitive
church" must be maintained or restored? Rev. Dr. Hugh W. Weston, Palm Desert,
Ca.

